IMS5048: Frank Upward lecture, 3 August 2005:

Several students have asked about the key ideas presented by Frank Upward. Here is my summary.

Frank assumed that students had read his two handouts, titled ‘Some notes prepared for IMS5048, the Information Continuum, August 2004’, and A cultural heritage continuum model; last two thirds of an article to be published …’

Here are his main themes:

1.Blurring of points.

A continuum suggests that there are few sharp points, black-and-white stages, clearcut relationships. The ‘stress’ created by contrasting ideas internally is spread over several features in a continuum model. There is an internal tension between the need to clarify points in a model, and blurring the connections between parts of the model.

2.Big theory.

The ICM represents a grand idea, helping to sort out the big issues. The theory behind it is adequate for the here-and-now, but will need to change over time. It will always involve debate.

3.Three prime features of the ICM:

3.1.Topological.

This feature shows the logic of place and shape. Is involves time-space distanciation. It focuses on the time and place where people interact with other people. It involves routinisation, what can be captured by records. 

3.2.Typological.

The model classifies and categories. The RCM answers to ‘who did what?’ ‘How can you categorise it?’ One method of categorisation is normalisation in the ISM. Spin doctoring is a recent example of categorisation; i.e., how can a fact be dressed up for presentation? How can one category be presented as another?

3.3.Typographical.

Any model can be drawn in a variety of ways, and the chosen way will influence how the model is seen. There is not necessarily one ‘best’ way to show the model graphically. It can be shown in several forms.
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